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Natural Resources Management Program at UNM-Taos http://taos.unm.edu/home/naturalresources/ 
 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT APPLICATION 
Summer 
 
LISTOS HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER INTERNSHIP 
The LISTOS (Leaders in Science and Training for Outreach and Stewardship) program at UNM–Taos invites high school juniors and seniors to apply for the LISTOS High School Summer Internship in Natural Resources and Environmental Science. This paid summer internship introduces students to real-world conservation and stewardship work alongside college interns, mentors, and local natural resource professionals. Participants gain hands-on experience in fieldwork, data collection, and environmental science while exploring future college and career pathways in the natural resources field. 
Interns are hired for a two-week summer session, earning $12 per hour (up to $960 total). Work placements occur in collaboration with organizations such as the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and other regional partners. Through this opportunity, students build job readiness, strengthen leadership skills, and learn how science supports healthy lands and communities across northern New Mexico.


DUE DATE AND SUBMISSION 
Submit application to naturalresources@unm.edu by April 15 by 5:00 pm. 

A complete application package includes:
· This Student Application Form
· Teacher or Counselor Recommendation Form

Applicants will be contacted within 2 weeks of submission regarding next steps, interviews, or placement opportunities.
For questions or assistance with your application, contact the Natural Resources Management Program at UNM–Taos.
 
 
                    [image: ]             [image: ]            [image: ] 
PROGRAM SELECTION & STUDENT INFORMATION 
QUALIFICATIONS for SELECTION as a Jr. Level Natural Resources Management Intern Minimum Qualifications: 
· Current Junior or Senior enrolled at northern New Mexico high school 
· Minimum GPA of 3.0 
· Demonstrate an interest in natural resources, environmental science, or outdoor fieldwork
· Exhibit reliability, responsibility, and willingness to work as a part of a team
· Submit a completed application including a teacher or counselor recommendation form
Preferred Qualifications
· First Generation College Student
· Strong communication and teamwork skills
· Demonstrated initiative or experience related to the environment, science, or community service
· Expressed interest in attending UNM-Taos after graduation to pursue the Associate of Pre-Science

SELECTION PROCESS
Applications are reviewed by UNM-Taos Natural Resources Program staff. Selection is based on academic readiness, motivation, and available internship placements.  
 
STUDENT CONTACT INFORMATION (Type or print clearly.) 
Name: ___________________________________________ Birth Date: ___________________

Phone: ____________________________ Personal Email: _____________________________

School Email (if available): ___________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name: __________________________ Relationship: ________________
Phone: ____________________________

High School Currently Attending: _____________________________________________
Current Grade Level: ☐ Junior ☐ Senior
Current GPA: _____  Expected Graduation: (month) _______ (year) 20____
Do you plan to attend UNM–Taos after graduation? ☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ Maybe

Ethnicity (select all that apply):
☐ Native American / Alaska Native
☐ Hispanic / Latino
☐ White
☐ African American / Black
☐ Asian
☐ Pacific Islander
☐ Other: ___________________________
☐ Prefer not to answer

Have your parents or guardians earned a college degree? ☐ Yes ☐ No
If yes, describe: ________________________________________________________________

How did you hear about the LISTOS program?
☐ Teacher ☐ School Counselor ☐ Flyer ☐ Website ☐ Friend ☐ Other: _______________ 


STUDENT APPLICATION ESSAYS 
Please respond thoughtfully to the following questions. You may write directly in the spaces provided or attach a separate page.
 
Tell us a little about yourself. Where are you from, and what experiences at school, home, or in your community have influenced your interest in the environment or the outdoors?
 
 
 
 
 
  
What are your academic and career goals? How do these connect to your interest in joining the LISTOS program? 
 
 
 
 
 
  
What personal strengths, skills, or qualities will help you succeed as a LISTOS intern? 
 
 
 
 
 
  
What challenges might make it harder for you to participate or succeed, and how can the LISTOS team help support you? 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe a time when you worked with others to achieve a goal or make a difference. What was your role, and what did you learn from the experience?
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION FORM
 	(Type or print clearly.) 
*This form must be completed by a teacher/coach/guidance counselor at your current school.
To the Recommender:
Please complete this form for a student applying to the LISTOS (Leaders in Science and Training for Outreach and Stewardship) High School Summer Internship at UNM–Taos. Your insight helps us understand the applicant’s motivation, reliability, and potential for success in a hands-on learning environment. If preferred, you may submit a signed letter of recommendation instead, addressing the questions below.
 
Name of Student __________________________________ 
Name of Reference _________________________________   Title/Position ___________________ 
School/Organization ________________________________ 
Phone _______________________   Email _____________________________ 
How long have you known the student? _______________ 
In what capacity?
 
The LISTOS program supports students in developing academic skills, leadership, and environmental awareness through field-based learning. Why do you believe this student is a good fit for this opportunity? 
 
 
 
 
How has this student demonstrated reliability, follow-through, or responsibility in school or extracurricular activities? 
 
 
 
What are this students’ key strengths, and what areas might benefit from additional support? 
 
 
 
Describe a time when this student worked well in a team, showed leadership, or contributed positively to a group or community project. 
 
 
 
Additional Comments (Optional) 
 
 
 

 
Reference Signature ______________________________________ 
Contact naturalresources@unm.edu for more information. Visit http://taos.unm.edu/home/naturalresources/ . CCC and LIFT funding provided by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. 
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